


CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS

FROM THE CEO/GM

It’s been a delightful winter thus far at The Ford Plantation with
great events and outstanding weather. Member response to many
special events has been extremely positive, and in fact, two Club
traditions—Christmas Eve Dinner and our version of the Low
Country Oyster Roast—experienced record participation. This
positive energy around the property is contagious and wonderful
to see.

As I settle in to my new role as CEO/General Manager, I continue
to be impressed by the natural beauty, history, diversity of ameni-
ties, and array of experiences available every day at the Club. Even
with all of these wonderful “things,” the one element that should
be the envy of all other clubs is the “social infrastructure” that
exists at Ford.

Community developers often speak in terms of core competencies
and make considerable investments to convert these to sustainable
strategic differentiators. One of the most special elements of life
at this Club is the manner in which relationships form within the
community, member to member and member to staff in a totally
organic fashion. I applaud each of you for doing your part to make
this a reality and am humbled to be a part of this culture.

I find it particularly gratifying to see the home building activity

at Ford. With several new homes started or completed in 2011,

our community will soon exceed 150 homes! Not only does this
represent a significant milestone for the community, it is nice to see
more families choosing to make Ford their home.

A special thank you to all members who have volunteered to serve
on advisory committees this year. Service on a Club committee can
be both enlightening and rewarding—not to mention extremely
valuable to the Club and your fellow memberts.

Looking ahead, the Club calendar contains several signature
events over the next couple of months, so we encourage you to
make plans to be an active participant. If, on the other hand, you
would prefer to seck solace for a much deserved long weekend, a
Plantation visit can provide the perfect venue. Either way, we look
forward to seeing you and are available to assist with creating just
the right atmosphere.

Warmest regards,

Nick Cassala
Chief Executive Officer and General Manager
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ROTATING PLANTATION
TRAIL RIDES

Rotating plantation trail rides have been scheduled for the eques-
trian members of The Ford Plantation, Brays Island Plantation,
Palmetto Bluff, and Spring Island. The trail rides at each location
will be on a Thursday, weather permitting. The ride will run from
10:00 2.m.—1:00 p.m., immediately followed by lunch. Reservations
are required one week prior to the ride, and all horses must have a
current negative coggins test and vaccinations.

* The Ford Plantation: January 26, 2012

* Brays Island Plantation: February 23, 2012

* Palmetto Bluff: March 29, 2012

* Spring Island: April 26, 2012

JEKYLL ISLAND
ADVENTURE

Thursday, March 15, 2012,

8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

Join Naturalist Mike Womble as he leads a
group exploring the incredible island of Jekyll.
Visit pristine beaches, vast salt marshes, and
undisturbed maritime forests, as well as a visit
to the Georgia Sea Turtle Rehab Center.

EVERGLADES NATIONAL
PARK PHOTO TRIP

April 15-19, 2012

Join Naturalist/Photographer Mike Womble as he leads this amaz-
ing trip into one of the most fragile ecosystems on the planet. Visit
Everglades National Park and the Audubon Corkscrew Sanctuary
as you discover the natural wonders that South Florida has to offer.

Photograph amazing wading birds in all their breeding plumage,
alligators in the middle of mating season, sunsets in the Gulf of
Mexico, and much, much more. This trip is not to be missed.

Cover Photo: The Ford Yacht Basin is an expanded,
modern descendant of the original built by Henry Ford
for his cabin cruiser, Little Lulu. It is located on
the Ogeechee River, 20 nautical miles from the
Intracoastal Waterway among a network of pristine
creeks and scenic canals. Yachts of up to 65 feet are
accommodated with all the modern conveniences,
yet the Marina retains the unpretentious
charm of a coastal village.

The Ford Plantation
12511 Ford Avenue e Richmond Hill, GA 31324

Our Sporting Life Editor: Shannon R. GaNun,
Director of Communications and Membership
sganun@fordplantation.com e 912—-756-3291
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EVENTS

NEW YEARS EVEL 2011

L = F
- i

-

Our New Year's Eve Celebration
was a huge success, with more
than 150 members and friends
enjoying a 1960s-themed dance
party with great live music from
The Permanent Tourists (above).
Left, John and Nelly Greenan.
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Above, the Hughes family and
Marian Stafford (far right).
Left, Audrey Ferrozzo, Alan
Pritz, and Susan Willetts.
Below, Ralph Eagle, CZ
Bazzini, Rhonda Eagle, Bill
Maloney, and Fred Bazzini.
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PRESIDENTS DAY
WEEKEND FEBRUARY 17-19

TFP members and guests are invited to celebrate Presidents
Day Weekend at Ford, enjoying the beautiful Southern
weather and the various special events scheduled for the
long weekend.

IRON CHEF COMPETITION

Friday, February 17 at 5:00 p.m.

Members, don your aprons! It’s time once again to compete
to determine the best member chef in our Member Iron
Chef IV competition in The Clubhouse. Enter in any (or all)
of the following categories: appetizer, entrée, and dessert.
Prepare enough food for 810, and feel free to bring more,
if you like. The Ford Plantation Culinary Team will judge
the food. A prize for first place will be awarded to the best
member chef.

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION

Saturday, February 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Join fellow members at The Clubhouse as we host our inau-
gural Mardi Gras Celebration. Live music will be provided

by Jeremy Davis and the Fabulous Equinox Band, and our
talented culinary team will create delicious New Orleans-
themed food at stations throughout The Clubhouse. Will you
recognize your fellow members behind their masks?

HORSEMANSHIP CLINIC

Sunday, February 19 at 10:00 a.m.

All skill levels will benefit from this “Back to Basics” coutse
of unmounted horsemanship. Safe horsemanship and proper
procedures of horse care and management will be reviewed.
This clinic, taught by Equestrian Center Manager Sheryl
Jordan, is a great way to learn new skills and share your
experiences with others.

MEXICAN THEME DINNER

Sunday, February 19 at 6:00 p.m.
The Ford culinary team will prepare delicious, bountiful
dishes reflecting the Mexican theme of the evening.

Breakfast and lunch will be served Monday, February 20,
and on Tuesday, the Clubhouse Bar will be serving casual fare
from 11:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

In addition to these special events, we will offer our full
complement of Club amenities: golf, fishing, horseback
riding, tennis, bicycling, croquet, kayaking, hiking, and Spa
services. Please RSVP for all events through the members’
only web site. We look forward to seeing many Ford families
in town to enjoy the long weekend!
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GOLF

HANDICAP REPORTING

Members are kindly reminded to report all acceptable golf scores
to ensure the integrity of our Handicap System. The Handicap
Committee wants to ensure an active and fair tournament schedule
for the upcoming year, so we’ve outlined a few frequently asked
questions to help guide you through the reporting season.

How and where are scores returned?

The Handicap computer is located in the golf shop adjacent to
the assistants’ office. If you do not have a GHIN number, please
contact the golf staff for assistance. Once you have an established
GHIN number, simply “search” for your name and follow all
prompts for score entry.

How often is my Handicap Index updated?
Your Handicap Index is updated every two weeks.

How do I post away scores?

There are two ways to post an “away’
GHIN system at another club, we can simply align your GHIN
numbers and when you post at one club, the score will be posted
here also. The other way is to select the “away score” prompt and
enter the slope/rating and score. The golf shop will gladly assist
with any posting;

>

score. If you have the

Do I have to enter in all my scores?

The Handicap Committee does not stipulate that you post a score
when playing by yourself. The Committee does however require

all other scores to be posted—both 9 and 18 hole scores. The only
exception to this rule is posting a score in an “inactive season.”
For instance, a score cannot be posted in a Northern climate in
December or January, so you would not post a score from Oakland
Hills in December or January.

Which rounds will be designated as tournament scores?

The Committee has identified any event in which an 18 hole score
is kept—Club Championship, first round of the Men’s and Ladies’
Member-Member, and The England.
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DIVOTS ON THE PRACTICE RANGE

The practice tee is one of the most heavily used turf areas on
the entire golf course. The concentration of traffic, divots,
and play at this location must be managed properly. The goal
is to make smaller divots, resulting in less turf disturbance.
This will ultimately lead to a better playing experience.

Scatter Shot Method:
This picture shows a
station where 30 golf
shots have been struck.
More than 4 square feet
of turf is removed using
this method. This actu-
ally reduces the practice
experience of the next
member.

Well Intentioned: From a young
age, many golfers have been taught
to practice like in this example.
Although this “well intentioned”
method is performed in an effort

to minimize divots, healing time is
dramatically lengthened from 30-40
days to almost 60 days. Turfgrass
will always recover, rejuvenate, and
regrow faster vegtatively, rather than
through seed. Therefore, the larger
and wider the divot, the longer
timely recovery will take.

Preferred Divot Pattern, The Line Method:

We call this the “line method.” It's pretty simple:
place the ball behind the previous divot and
repeat this process for up to 10 shots. When
you watch the golf pros on television practice,
you will notice they take their divots in a pattern.
They place the ball directly behind a previous
divot. This results in the second divot being
much smaller, approximately 3 x 3 inches. After
30 shots, you will have only removed 2.5 square
feet of turf. When you use the “line method,” you
remove 60% less turf. This keeps the tee in bet-
ter shape all year, especially during our busiest
season when the turf is not growing vigorously.
You'll be amazed at how the divots shrink.

A review of all three methods with the preferred on the right.
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GOLF

STAFF EDUCATION DAY

Throughout the year, the golf course maintenance staff, led by

Nelson Caron, takes part in on-course educational tours, designed
to reinforce regular maintenance practices and to review standard
operating procedures. The tours cover topics such as golfer
expectations, mowing practices, bunker maintenance, and general
course information.

Answering questions is an important aspect of getting everyone on the
same page.

Getting up close is part of the process of seeing the intricacies of what
we do on a daily basis.

It is a good idea to have refresher courses throughout the year to
minimize mistakes and increase work quality.

J Atthe end of the tour the crew was given
| a chance to experience first hand the high

MEN’S INVITATIONAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Thursday, March 29-Saturday, March 31, 2012
The Men’s Invitational Golf Tournament is a
great opportunity to host friends and colleagues
at Ford. The format for this popular event is

a 45 hole, Net Best Ball and Two-Man Quota
with 27 holes on day one and 18 on day two.
Each player will receive full handicap for both
formats. Please register through the members’

only web site.
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CLUB NEWS

TFP FEATURED
IN WEDDINGS
UNVEILED
MAGAZINE

The Ford Plantation is fea-
tured in a beautiful two-page
spread in the Winter 2012
Weddings Unveiled maga-
zine. “Whether discover-
ing the area wildlife in the
wetlands, eating breakfast on
the porch of The Main House or
hosting guests for a dazzling event
beneath the great, branching oaks,
The Ford Plantation is a unique
destination built on tradition.
It offers a gentile manner of
hospitality and a chance to
slow life down a bit, removed
from the hustle and bustle
of everyday activities. Its
beauty is breathtaking, but
the experience is unforget-
table.” We couldn’t have said it
better! Read the full story on our web site
(http:/ /www.fordplantation.com/fordplantation/
Press_Room.aspx) ot our Facebook page (http://www.
facebook.com/FordPlantationF'B).

EMPTY BOTTLE OPEN
CHAMPS DALE BUDDE
AND CHRIS LAWSON

Our annual New Year’s Day Empty Bottle Open was a popular
event this year, with beautiful weather and great golf conditions.
Dale Budde won the women’s division, with Doranne Coad and
Nelly Greenan tying for second. Chris Lawson won the men’s divi-
sion with a plus five point total that included an eagle on hole #15.
Bruce Walker and Cullen Mortis tied for second.
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CLUBHOUSE HOURS
EXPANDED WITH SERVICE
ON TUESDAYS

In order to better serve our members and guests, the Clubhouse
Bar will now be open from 11:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. on Tuesdays.
Enjoy bottomless chili (with all the fixins’), hot dogs, and Ford
Market fare with fellow members after a morning on the Planta-
tion. As always, we look forward to serving you!

FORD 100

More than 75 members have joined the Ford 100 and jump started
their health and fitness routine for the New Year. From January 1
through April 9, 2012, members are logging 100 miles in 100 days
with .

walking,
biking,
and/or
running;
Many
group
walks
have al-
ready oc-
curred,
with
many

more

planned. Optional health classes and seminars will be offered in
conjunction with the program. All participants receive a commem-
orative t-shirt, bag, water bottle, and pedometer.

We will hold a celebratory dinner on Thursday, April 12, 2011 for

everyone who completes the 100 miles. It’s not too late to sign up

and participate in the Ford 100 program! Contact Michelle Wadas

at 912-756-30062 ot spa@fordplantation.com if you are interested
in learning more.

SUPER BOWL PARTY

Football fans—please join us
on Sunday, February 5 on the
porch at Ogeechee Outfitters
to watch The Big Game, Super
Bowl 46! TEFP’s culinary team
will feature a buffet with all

of your stadium and tailgate

favorites, as well as special drink

prices throughout the game.
Our party starts at 6:00 p.m.,
and kick-off time is 6:25 p.m.
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CLUB NEWS

ACCOMMODATIONS AT
THE FORD PLANTATION

The Ford Plantation offers uniquely designed and well-appointed
lodging in our luxurious, spacious, and comfortable accommoda-
tions. Overnight stays are available in both The Main House and in
guest cottages. The Main House, which offers five elegant, special
bedrooms, is a true architectural treasure that serves as the heart

and soul, the crown jewel, of The Ford Plantation. Rates for single
rooms are $225-$275 for Members and $295-$350 for extended
family and guests.

Each guest cottage is a private residence to call your own for your
stay. Guest cottages feature two, three, or four bedrooms and
come complete with full kitchens and laundry facilities. Room and
bed configurations will vary. Rates for guest cottages range from
$150-$825.

NEW FLOCK OF BIRD
CARVINGS BY BOB MAPLES
AT OGEECHEE OUTFITTERS

We have a
fresh flock of
Bob Maples
bird carvings
at Ogeechee
Outfitters.
Bob lives on
Hilton Head
Island and
has been a
professional
carver for

h - many years.
These works of art make a terrific gift for the bird enthusiast in
your life. Come see this quality craftsmanship and all of the other
great items at The Outfitters!
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ARB UPDATE—BUILDING
ACTIVITY AT FORD

2011 saw increased home building activity at The Ford Plantation.
The Architectural Review Board, which provides architectural and
landscaping design oversight for the Plantation, provides the fol-
lowing update:

* Four homes or additions were completed in 2011: Gonzales-Lot
65, Rockwood-Lot 66 (in photo, below), and O’Bannon-Lot 251.
An addition was also completed for the Bartletts on Lot 82.

* Four other projects were started in 2011: houses for the Wickes-
Lot 97 and Davies-Lot 190, and additions for the Hamilton-Lot
213 and Sawyer-Lot CH42.

* Additions have been approved for Kopac-Lot 68, Coleman-Lot
CH34, and McQuown-Lot M10.

* Plans for three new homes are pending: Dorman-Lot M03,
Price-Lot 160, and Fielding-Lot M08.

Should you have any questions regarding the ARB, please contact
Karen Dill at 912-756-5796 or kdill@fordplantation.com.

The Ford Plantation
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EVENTS

GUEST CHEF DINNER WITH
JAMIE ADAMS OF VENI VIDI
VICI IN ATLANTA FEBRUARY 4

Guest Chef Dinners are a special tradition at The Ford Plantation.
Using our vast contacts throughout the industry, we invite the best
chefs to prepare a special meal for our members and guests.

On Saturday, Febru-
ary 4, we will feature
Executive Chef
Jamie Adams of Veni
Vidi Vici in Atlanta.
Hearty portions of
handmade pasta,
rotisserie meats, and
delectable desserts
are signatures of chic
Italian trattoria. Chef
Jamie will bring this
classic Italian experi-
ence to Ford.

Jamie will work closely with our culinary team to create the perfect
wine pairings for the food featured in each course, creating a
tremendous value for the quality of wine and food featured. The
evening will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will include a wine reception
with hors d’oeuvres, followed by a five-course dinner. To learn
more about Jamie and to RSVP for this event, please visit our
members’ only web site at http://fordplantation.back9links.com/.
For more information on the restaurant, please visit http://www.
buckheadrestaurants.com/veni-vidi-vici/.

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION

Join us at The
Clubhouse as we
host our inaugu-
ral Mardi Gras
Celebration on
Saturday, Febru-

Enjoy live music,
dancing, and
delicious food

all evening,

Our Sporting Life—]January/February 2012

ary 18 at 7:00 p.m.
in The Clubhouse.

VODKA TASTING
FEBRUARY 24

.28 1

A , corn, wheat,

Potatoes, rye,

grapes—all
of them
make vodka,
but what

is the best?
Members
and guests
will enjoy a
sampling of

several dif-

ferent vodkas
and learn about the finer points of tasting vodka. Then we’ll enjoy
a blind tasting to see if you can identify the brand. Prizes will be
awarded to the winner. Join us at 5:00 p.m. at The Clubhouse for
this inaugural event.

WILD GAME DINNER
FEBRUARY 25

Building on a tradition started two years ago, our special wild game
dinner will feature fish caught in local waters and a vatiety of wild
game dishes prepared by Executive Chef Chef Juan Catlos and
his culinary team. Awards from the Wing & Clay Tournament

held that day at Dorchester Hunting Preserve (see page 7) will be
presented at the dinner. We plan to use the original wood-burning
brick oven in The Oyster House, as we have in the past. Join us at
6:00 p.m. to enjoy what has become a special Ford tradition.

The Ford Plantation
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QU TDOOR PURSUITS—NATURE, FISHING, & SHOOTING

FISH ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM IN LAKES
STERLING AND DYE

Shad and bluegill are the building blocks for establishing a strong
bass fishery. During November and December of 2011, we stocked
more than 9,000 bluegill, 2,000 sunfish, and 200 largemouth bass
into Lake Sterling. This is a great recipe for a strong fishery in
years to come. All of these fish will spawn this year, adding yet
more game fish to the

watershed. A large
number of adult chan-
nel catfish can also be
caught in the lake.

We also have plans to add
a diffusion aeration system

to Lake Sterling similar to the
system installed in Lake Dye this past fall. This system will help
to improve the quality of the water in the lake.

Another portion of our annual fish enhancement program is to
construct artificial reefs in the lakes. Using discarded Christmas
trees, we create terrific hiding places for forage fish and great feed-
ing zones for largemouth bass and crappie. More than 60 tree-reefs
will be added to both Lake Dye and Lake Sterling, The trees will
last for more than ten years in a fresh water lake.

Lake Sterling should be producing some good fishing in time for
our Hook and Slice Tournament this coming spring!

As a part of our Lake Sterling fish restocking program, we released
more than 9,000 bluegill, 2,000 sunfish, and 200 largemouth bass.
Here, Charlie Bernstein holds a largemouth bass ready for release
into Lake Sterling.
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2011 ANGLER OF THE YEAR:
BOB BERNSTEIN

Fishing in 2011 at The Ford Plantation was fantastic. The
year started off a bit chilly, but we had an incredible redfish
bite right in our marina. Cobia season in the spring was off
the hook. After several slow years of tarpon fishing, this year
was amazing! And as the weather turned cool, the big bull
reds were very hungry. It was truly a great fishing year!

As the Outdoor Pursuits staff started to evaluate this past
season to determine the Angler of the Year, it became really
clear who the winner was to be....

Bob Bernstein is the 2011 TFP Angler of the Year. Bob
racked up two big tournament wins: the Silva Dollar Tarpon
tournament, with his first two tarpon, and The Hunt for Big
Red tournament, with his first big bull redfish (along with his
fishing mates the Gillespie men). He also harvested his first
big 8 point buck deer this season, which can be seen hanging
on the wall in his house along with his fishing trophies!

Congratulations to Bob on his achievements. He will receive
a Half Day Fishing Trip, along with a gift certificate for $100
to Ogeechee Outfitters. Good luck to all the anglers out there
getting ready for another great year of fishing. See you on
the water.

Page 9

The Ford Plantation



EQUESTRIAN PURSUITS

PONY PLAY
DAYS A HIT

Children ages six and older
learned about stable management

and grooming, expetienced lead-
ing and round-pen work, and had
mounted lessons during Pony Play
Days the week after Christmas.
This was quite a popular event,
with 18 kids attending]

Mark your calendar now for
spring and summer Pony Play
Days—April 4-6, June 25-29, and
July 23-27. Registrations are being
accepted through the members’
only web site for these fun and
educational events.

SN o T A o Tt A S
COUPLES EQUINE CONNECTION FEBRUARY 16
The Ford Plantation Equestrian Center is proud to offer “Equine By successfully achieving goals working with the horse in the round-
Connection,” an innovative personal discovery program where pen, participants will be given effective communication and leader-
participants explore their communication, relationship, and leader- ship tools to carry into other aspects of their lives. Bring an open
ship styles through interactions with a horse. Created and developed mind and open heart to the program to maximize this opportunity.
by Equestrian Center Manager Sheryl Jordan more than 15 years Please register for this event through the members’ only web site.

ago, this program is available to everyone and does not require any
previous horse-handling or riding experience.

This unique program offers couples an opportunity
to connect and interact with horses by learning how
these animals communicate with us and interact
with each other as a herd. Participants will recognize
powerful parallels between the horse and human
relationships.

Through groundwork and round-pen exercises, par-
ticipants will learn how to relate to horses on many
levels. Through this interaction, they will develop a
deeper awareness of their communication, relation-

ship, and leadership styles and skills.
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